Standard of the Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever
(Revised April 23, 2001)

| Generd Appearance

The Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever (Toller) was developed in the early 19 century
to toll, or lure, and retrieve waterfowl. The playful action of the Toller retrieving astick
or bal aong the shordline arouses the curiosity of the ducks offshore. They are lured
within gunshot range, and the dog is sent out to retrieve the dead or wounded birds.

This medium sized, powerful, compact, balanced dog is the smallest of the retrievers.
The Toller’ s attitude and bearing suggest strength with a high degree of agility. Heis
dert, determined, and quick, with a keen desire to work and please.

Many Tollers have adightly sad or worried expresson when they are not working. The
moment the dightest indication is given that retrieving is required, they set themselves

for springy action with an expression of intense concentration and excitement. The
heavily feethered tail is hed high in constant motion while working.

The Nova Scotia Duck Talling Retriever Club (USA) fedls strongly that dl Tollers
should have these innate working abilities, and encourages dl Tollersto prove them by
passing an gpproved Nova Scotia Duck Talling Retriever Club (USA) fidld test.

Il Size, Proportion and Substance

Sze Heght a the withers---males, 18-21 inches. Theided is19 inches. Femdes, 17-
20 inches. Theided is18inches. Boneis medium. Weight isin proportion to height
and bone of the dog. The dog’ s length should be dightly longer than height, in aratio of
10 to 9, but should not give the impression of along back.

Il Head

Skull: The head is clean-cut and dightly wedge shaped. The broad skull is only dightly
rounded, giving the gppearance of being flat when the ears are dert. The occiput is not
prominent. The cheeksareflat. The length of the skull from the occiput to the op is
dightly longer than the length of the muzzle from the stop to the tip of thenose. The
head must be in proportion to body size.

Expresson: The expressionisdert, friendly, and intelligent. Many Tollershave a
dightly sad expression until they go to work, when their aspect changes to intense
concentration and desire.



Eyes Theeyesare set well apart, dightly oblique, and dmond in shape. Eye color
blends with the coat or isdarker. Eye rims must be salf-colored or black, matching the
nose and lips. Faults: large round eyes. Eye rims and/or eyes not of prescribed color.

Ears The high set ears are triangular in shape with rounded tips, set well back on the
skull, framing the face, with the base held dightly erect. Ear length should reach
gpproximately to the ingde corners of the eyes. Ears should be carried in a drop fashion.
Ears are short-coated, and well feathered only on the back of the fold.

Stop: The stop is moderate.

Muzzle The muzzle tapersin aclean line from stop to nose, with the lower jaw not
overly prominent. The jaws are strong enough to carry a Sizeable bird, and softnessin the
mouth isessentia. The underline of the muzzle is strong and clean. Fault: dish face.

Nose: The noseisfairly broad with the nostrils well open, tapering at thetip. The color
should blend with that of the coat, or be black. Fault: bright pink nose. Disqudification:
butterfly nose.

Lips flews Lipsfit farly tightly, forming a gentle curve in prafile, with no heavinessin
the flews.

Bite: The correct biteistight scissors. Full dentition isrequired. Disgudifications.
undershot bite. Wry mouth. Overshot by more than 1/8 inch.

IV Neck, Backline, Body

Neck: The neck is strongly muscled and well set on, of medium length, with no
indication of throatiness.

Backline: Level. Faults: roached or sway back.

Body: The body isdeegp in chest, with good spring of rib, the brisket reaching to the
elbow. Ribsare neither barrel shaped nor flat. The back is strong, short and straight.
The loins are strong and muscular, with moderate tuck-up. Fault: dack loins.

Tal: Thetall follows the natura very dight dope of the croup, is broad at the base, and
isluxuriant and well feathered, with the last vertebra reaching at least to the hock. The
tall may be carried below the levd of the back except when the dog isdert, when it is
held high in a curve, though never touching the body. Faults: tail too short, kinked, or
curled over touching the back. Tail carried below the leve of the back when the dog is

gating.



V Forequarters

Forequarters: The shoulders should be muscuar, strong, and well angulated, with the
blade roughly equd in length to the upper arm. The ebows should work close to the
body, cleanly and evenly. When seen from the front, the foreleg’ s appearance is that of
pardle columns. The pasterns are strong and dightly doping. Fault: downinthe
pasterns.

Feet: The feet are strongly webbed, dightly ovd, medium in size, and tight, with well-
arched toes and thick pads. Front dewclaws may be removed. Faults: splayed or paper
feet.

VI Hindguarters

Hindquarters. The hindquarters are muscular, broad, and square in appearance. The
croup isvery dightly doped. The rear and front angulation should be in balance. The
upper and lower thighs are very muscular and equd in length. The gtifles are well bent.
The hocks are wdll let down, turning neither in nor out. Rear dewclaws must not be
present. Disgudification: rear dewclaws.

VIl Coat

The Toller was bred to retrieve from icy waters and must have awater-repdlent double
coat of medium length and softness, and a soft dense undercoat. The coat may have a
dight wave on the back, but is otherwise sraight. Some winter coats may form along
loose curl at thethroat. Featherings are soft and moderate in length. The hair on the
muzzleis short and fine. Seasona shedding is to be expected. Overcoated specimens are
not gppropriate for aworking dog and should be faulted. While neatening of the feet,
ears, and hocks for the show ring is permitted, the Toller should aways appear naturd,
never barbered. Whiskers must be present. Faults: coat longer than medium length.
Open coat.

VIl Color

Color isany shade of red, ranging from a golden red through dark coppery red, with
lighter featherings on the underside of tail, pantaoons, and body. Even the lighter shades
of golden red are deeply pigmented and richin color.  Disgudifications. brown codt,
black areasin coat, or buff. Buff is bleached, faded, or slvery. Buff may aso appear as
faded brown with or without Slver tips.

Markings. The Toller has usualy at least one of the following white markings —tip of tail, feet
(not extending above the pasterns) chest and blaze. A dog of otherwise high qudity is not to be
pendized for lack of white. Disqudifications. white on the shoulders, around the ears, back
of the neck, or across the flanks.



IX Gait

The Toller combines an impression of power with a gpringy gait, showing good reach in
front and a strong driving rear. Feet should turn neither in nor out, and legstravel in a
graight line. Initsnatura gait at increased speeds, the dog' s feet tend to converge
towards a center line, with the backline remaining leve.

X Temperament

The Toller ishighly intelligent, dert, outgoing, and ready for action, though not to the
point of nervousness or hyperactivity. Heis affectionate and loving with family members
and is good with children, showing patience. Some individuals may display reserved
behavior in new Stuations, but thisis not to be confused with shyness. Shynessin adult
classes should be pendized. The Taller’s strong retrieving desire coupled with hislove
of water, endurance, and intense birdiness, is essentid for hisrole as atolling retriever.

Digqudifications

Butterfly nose.

Undershot bite, wry mouth, overshot by more than 1/8 inch.

Rear dewclaws.

Brown coat, black areasin coat, or buff. Buff is bleached, faded or slvery.
Buff may aso gppear as faded brown, with or without slver tips.

White on the shoulders, around the ears, back of the neck, or across the flanks.
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